
Paper Sculptures 
with Matthew Ablitt



How to make Paper Sculptures



• Step 1: Fold your paper
in half.

• Step 2: Draw a shape, a
bit like the bottom of a
boat, along the folded
edge of the paper.

• Step 3: Cut into the
folded edge of the paper
up to your drawing (try
to cut straight and at
right angles to the
edge).

The simple 
sculpture



• Step 4: Open
up your
paper.

• Step 6: Push
alternate
strips back
inside and
refold the
corners.



Arrange your sculpture 
to show its 3D shape.



• Step 1: Fold your 
paper in half.

• Step 2: Make 2 
equal cuts into 
the folded edge 
of the paper.

• Step 3: Pop the 
middle part back 
inside. (Score the 
fold first if you 
are using thicker 
paper or card).

The tricky 
sculpture



• Step 4: Repeat
steps 1, 2, and
3 with the
middle part of
your sculpture.

• Step 5: Repeat
again and
again if you
can.

• Step 6: If you
have used
paper with
colour on one
side you can
use light to
make it stand
out.



• Step 1: Fold
your paper into
a concertina
strip.

• Step 2: Make
diagonal folds
along the strip
(fold each one
back on itself to
make the fold
really flexible)..

• Step 3: Unfold
everything and
pop the corners
in or out to
make the paper
take a 3D form.

Expert Level!!




